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REGIONAL REMEDIES 


VOTERS BACK PLAN TO FIX 
TRAFFIC, BUT NOT HOUSING 


Poll: 71% support sales tax to tackle congestion; 43% favor ideas to handle home costs 
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A BART train makes its way next to commuter traffic on eastbound Highway 24in Lafayette last week. Traffic congestion and 
high home prices and rents are seen as the two biggest problems in the Bay Area. 


By Erin Baldassari 
ebaldassari@bayareanewsgroup.com 


They’re the twin demons plagu- 
ing Bay Area residents: the never- 
ending grind of bumper-to-bumper 
traffic and the ever-climbing cost of 
housing. 

But in a recent poll, voters said 
that when it comes to tackling 
those most vexing issues, they are 
far more willing to open their wal- 
lets to fix traffic problems than they 
are to support a wide-ranging plan 
to bring down high housing costs. 

In the poll, carried out for the Sil- 
icon Valley Leadership Group and 
this news organization, 83 percent 
of respondents cited the cost of 
housing as an “extremely” or “very 
serious” issue, compared with 76 
percent of voters who said the same 
of traffic congestion. 

Seventy-one percent of respon- 
dents said they would support a 
l-cent sales tax to combat traf- 
fic problems by expanding tran- 
sit lines, upgrading roadways and 
other measures — above the 2/3 
margin needed to pass such a tax. 
But only 43 percent said they’d sup- 
port a multifaceted plan to address 
high home prices and rents. 

The poll, conducted by the mar- 
keting research firm Fairbank, 
Maslin, Maullin, Metz (FM3) and 
Associates, surveyed 1,913 likely 
voters in the nine Bay Area coun- 
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In a poll, 83 percent cited the cost of housing as an “extremely” or “very serious” issue. 


The poll 
showed that 
76 percent of 
respondents 
saw traffic 
congestion as 
an “extremely” 
or “very 
serious” issue. 
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2020 ELECTION 


Sanders fires up crowd at SF rally 


‘Time to turn our ... 
progressive agenda 
into reality, he says 


By Casey Tolan 


ctolan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN FRANCISCO » Sen. Bernie 
Sanders brought his presiden- 
tial message to the Bay Area 
on Sunday afternoon, paint- 
ing himself as a trailblazer on 
liberal issues who is ready to 
take his surprisingly strong 
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Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Bernie Sanders of 


2016 performance all the way Vermont speaks during a campaign rally Sunday at Fort Mason. 


to the White House next year. 


“Now is the time to com- 
plete what we began, now is 
the time to turn our vision 
and our progressive agenda 


into reality,” he told thou- 
sands of cheering fans gath- 
ered at Fort Mason in San 
Francisco. 


Sanders’ speech was full of 
applause lines on progressive 
policies and swipes at Presi- 
dent Donald Trump, as well 


as a few more lines than in 
his past campaign speeches 
about his personal biogra- 
phy. The Vermont senator’s 
crowd, estimated by his team 
at 16,000 people, waved blue- 
and-white campaign signs 
and chanted his name dur- 
ing the sunny afternoon. 

It was a more upbeat vibe 
than Sanders’ last campaign 
rally in San Francisco, when 
he spoke 2 miles away at 
Crissy Field in June 2016, just 
hours after The Associated 
Press declared Hillary Clin- 
ton the presumptive Demo- 
cratic nominee. 

Now, Sanders is one of the 
front-runners for the 2020 
Democratic nomination, join- 
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RUSSIA PROBE 


Mueller 
finds no 
collusion, 
AG says 


Attorney general’s summary 
says report does not exonerate 
president on obstruction 


By Mark Mazzetti and Katie Benner 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON » The investigation led by 
Robert Mueller found that neither Pres- 
ident Donald Trump nor any of his aides 
conspired or coordinated with the Russian 
government’s 2016 election interference, ac- 
cording to a summary of the special coun- 
sel’s findings made public Sunday by Attor- 
ney General William Barr. 

Barr also said Mueller’s 
team drew no conclusions 
about whether Trump ille- 
gally obstructed justice. Barr 
and Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral Rod Rosenstein deter- 
mined that the special coun- 
sel’s investigators lacked suf- 
ficient evidence to establish Mueller 
that Trump committed that 
offense, but added that Muel- 
ler’s team stopped short of 
exonerating Trump. 

“While this report does 
not conclude that the pres- 
ident committed a crime, it 
also does not exonerate him,” 
Barr quoted Mueller as writ- 
ing. Trump 

The findings delivered a 
significant political victory for Trump, one 
he almost immediately began to trumpet. 

“Tt was a complete and total exoneration,” 
he told reporters in Florida before boarding 
Air Force One. “It’s a shame that our coun- 
try had to go through this. To be honest, it’s 
a shame that your president has had to go 
through this.” 

He added, “This was an illegal takedown 
that failed.” 

Barr delivered the summary of the find- 
ing to Congress on Sunday afternoon, just 
days after the conclusion of a sprawling in- 
vestigation into Russia’s attempts to sabo- 
tage the 2016 election and whether Trump 
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INFRASTRUCTURE 


Berkeley Marina 
is floating into 
financial shoals 


Lack of investment seen as one 
cause of area’s ‘downward spiral’ 


By Ali Tadayon 


atadayon@bayareanewsgroup.com 


BERKELEY » After six years of living aboard 
his 35-foot sailboat at the Berkeley Marina, 
Tom Barr has seen enough to seriously con- 
sider bailing. 

The docks and pilings are rotting ev- 
ery day, the public restrooms are getting 
grosser, the streets are crumbling, and the 
landmark wooden pier that has served as a 
magnet to fishermen, tourists, local stroll- 
ers and idle teenagers for decades has been 
closed since 2015 for major repairs that 
haven’t happened. 

Then there are the constant car break- 
ins. And before long, the city may comman- 
deer the nearby lot where he parks his car 
for its own fleet of vehicles, which would 
force him to drive around looking for spaces 
that already are hard to come by with so 
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